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How TO:

Paraphrase

V\/lny do we use Paraphirasing?

To restate another writer’s or speaker’s ideas in your own words, including source
material, while maintaining your own voice and tone. Paraphrasing also allows you
to control the emphasis or relevance of what is being said.

For Example (Cited in MLA)/\
66

Students frequently overuse direct
quotation in taking notes, and as a result
they overuse quotations in the final
[research] paper. Probably only about 10%
of your final manuscript should appear as
directly quoted matter. Therefore, you
should strive to limit the amount of exact : A
transcribing of source materials while rensster:fuelalrto rr::jnlanlzerl;chsm
taking notes. Lester, James D. Writing (Lg s? elf 466_2% cd verbatl
Research Papers. 2nd ed., 1976, pp. 46-47. '

In research papers, students
often quote excessively, failing
to keep quoted material down
to a desirable level. Since the
problem usually originates
during note taking, it is

Note:

e Replacing a word with a synonym does not count as a genuine paraphrase.
e Paraphrasing still needs to be cited!

Relferences:
o In++P<5:/ / owl.Purdue.edu/ owl/research_and_citation/ usina,_research/ qu o+ina,_ Paraphrasina,_and,_su
mmar‘izina/ Par‘aphr‘ac;iha.thml



V\/hy is Par'aphr'asina a Valuable skill?

e It is better than quoting when language is not the subject.
e |t helps you avoid quoting too much.
e It helps grasp the full meaning of the original.

G steps to :P«Cecﬁve\y Paraphrase:

ig until
d the original passage \
1 .5§lrjejnderstand its full meaning.

ginal aside, and write

rl
2.Setthe > hrase on a Note card.

your parap

3. Jot down a few

}I:t:rr ?\ow you enwsio? t;]sw;\go ;tte;\\s

' e top of th€ acous
material. Al tEe Wgrd or phrase inform;f?,’y Conveys all essentig|
o ndicate yubject of your 0N in a new form.

to indicate the s |
paraphraSe- 5. Us.e quotation marks to Identify an

Other Tips For Paraphirasing;

o Refer explicitly to the author in your paraphrase to clarify the source of the original ideas.
e Don't just repeat, analyze. Find ways that it can be structured into your argument.

e Be selective but fair: only use what is relevant and don't change the original meaning.

e Only use entire phrases when they are crucial to the discourse of your field.
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